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Our Focus 
The Truth About Us 

Community Group Discussion | part 5 
Ephesians 1:15-18 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints. [ESV] 

Let’s get right to the point – our focus impacts our lives, other lives around us, and how we 
pray! 

We see here in Ephesians, that the Apostle Paul had a laser beam focus. Even while alone in jail, 
he was still focused on the mission of Jesus Christ. While in prison, we see him praying, but his 
prayers are not focused on his current suffering, but rather on the Church! Notice the focus of 
his prayer – that the church at Ephesus would stay focused on what matters! 

What is the focus of Paul’s prayer for the Church at Ephesus? 

He didn’t pray that God would give them things they didn’t have, but he prayed they would stay 
focused on what God had already given to them! 

Paul is showing us the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ. He is reminding them that the God 
they needed to stay focused on is Jesus who was here, died for them and now is at the right 
hand of HIS father God – they and we are In HIM! 

It is also true, that the more we get to know God, the more HE reveals to us what we are really 
like, and this will lead us to more repentant lives. 

How does verse 18 keep us focused on Jesus? 

Paul is praying that we have “the eyes of our hearts enlightened.” He is praying that the Holy 
Spirit does the work only HE can do in our lives. This is the work he believed the Spirit had done 
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in their lives. Regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit opening our eyes and hearts to the 
truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 

The Ephesians could have been easily distracted – remember, they lived in a very affluent city 
with many opportunities for worldly wealth and living! The Temple of Artemis/Diana was 
located here, it was also a major port, and all of this made it a very wealthy city. It would have 
been easy to go be focused on building a business along side the Temple and making money. 
The issue was not making money but serving the purposes of this pagan god! Paul is praying 
that they always stay focused on the hope God called them to, and not the false hope of a 
materialistic lifestyle. 

Paul is praying that we will realize, and focus on the future God is giving us, because God 
desires us as HIS! God sees us as who HE has called us to be, not who we were. We are HIS 
saints, made righteous In HIM! Therefore, the hope HE called us to is this future inheritance In 
HIM! We are not earning this, we are not worthy in ourselves, but HE made us worthy! Jesus 
even prayed this for us, while HE was here on earth. 

John 17:24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 

Staying focused on the future HE is giving us will keep us completely passionate about HIS 
mission, HIS church, and HIS glory! Paul’s passion was seen by what he focused on – praying for 
the Ephesian Church. The Ephesians’ passion was seen by what they were focused on – love 
toward all the saints. 

Discussion and reflection: 

1] What are you focused on? 

2] What do you pray for? 

3] Where does your hope come from? 

 


