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Our Security 
The Truth About Us 

Community Group Discussion | part 4 
Ephesians 1:11-14 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise 
of his glory. [ESV] 

Why is it, that when we talk about the future, we almost always end up dealing with money? It 
is very simple, because we base our future security in a certain amount of financial security. 
When we look into Scripture, and specifically this letter to the Ephesians, we hear the Apostle 
Paul telling us that we have a different kind of security. We have a security in a future that far 
surpasses our earthly financial security. Notice that Paul does not tell us to do away with 
earthly finances, but he does tell us to realize what kind of inheritance that we have gained 
possession of through Jesus. 

What is this inheritance that we have obtained? 

[Think through all that went into securing this inheritance for us.] Ephesians 1:11-12 

Our future, mentioned here in these verses, is not based on the financial investments of this 
earthly life. It is talking about our future inheritance based in Christ. All of us that believe in and 
follow Jesus Christ have already been given a planned-out and prosperous future with HIM for 
all eternity! We will live on this prosperous inheritance forever! The Scriptures actually say we 
have “already obtained” it – it is ours! 

Our future is stable because HE planned it from the very beginning. The verse says “having been 
predestined.” This communicates to us, that even though we are sinful, vile, and deserving of 
death, Jesus decided and planned ahead of time to redeem us and make us righteous! Verse 11 
also speaks to God’s sovereignty. It is helpful to understand that Paul speaks to this, in order 
that the Ephesians will find comfort In HIM. Their pagan gods were understood to be fickle and 
wishy-washy creatures. The gods of that day were understood to be gods who could change 
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their minds and even relinquish control of what went on here on earth. The Ephesians would 
have found great comfort in finally knowing the One True GOD, and that HE is sovereign and in 
complete control! 

Paul does not write this to do away with human responsibility. He also does not write this to try 
to explain the mystery of how God’s sovereignty and human responsibility work together. He 
writes this under the inspiration of God, in order to explain the truth about how God has 
planned and secured a prosperous future In HIM alone! 

We will see later in Ephesians 6 that Paul talks about our responsibility to obedience. We also 
see that we have a responsibility to evangelize as laid out in the Gospel of Matthew, so Paul is 
not doing away with our responsibilities. He does want us to know that all of this came about 
because God planned it first from the very beginning! HE pursued us first, and HE gives us the 
ability to serve HIM faithfully. 

How has God secured this future for us? [Think through how we came to know about this 
future, and how the entire Trinity is involved in securing our future.] Ephesians 1:13 

God protects our future with HIM, starting at the point of conversion, through giving us the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us, when we truly commit our lives to 
following Jesus. We must realize why Paul goes into explaining true conversion, as he does in 
verse 13. Paul wants to make sure that we understand what it is that changes our lives and 
makes us followers of Jesus and the Gospel – repentance of sin along with belief and faith in the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Notice, again, that all of this starts with “In HIM”. 
Salvation begins with Jesus. There must have been a time where we heard the Gospel. The 
Ephesians had heard this Good News at some point in their lives. They realized that this was the 
Truth – that Jesus died for their sins, that they were sinners, and that Jesus arose from the 
grave. - Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

When all of this happened, they were “sealed” with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives us 
eternal security. We do not get the Holy Spirit one day and then lose HIM the next day. NO! 
One of the main reasons God sends HIS Holy Spirit is to “SEAL” us for eternity! HE opened our 
eyes to the truth of Jesus and the truth about ourselves, and HE has secured our future with 
Jesus! Jesus Christ planned a future for us from the very beginning! 

Discussion and reflection: 

1] What is my security blanket in this life? 

2] Who do I desire to trust in for a future? 

3] How does my life reflect in what or who I say I place my trust? 

 


