
Substitute 

Stiff-Necked week 7 

Exodus 32:30-35 

We all have sinned, we all need forgiveness, therefore we all need a substitute that can 

cover our sins 

We need ONE who will be the perfect sacrifice, who can be our substitute, to bring about the 

miracle of forgiving our sins. 

Exodus 32:30-35 

The next day Moses said to the people, "You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the 

Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin." 31So Moses returned to the Lord and said, 

"Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. 32But 

now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have 

written." 33But the Lord said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my 

book. 34But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my 

angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them." 

35Then the Lord sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron 

made. [ESV] 

We see in verse 30 that Moses is going to go back up the mountain to meet with God for the 

people who have sinned. He didn’t have to do this, but he desires to do this for a few reasons… 

 The people have sinned, so he wants to make “make atonement”. Meaning he is going to 

see if he can get them forgiveness, try to get their sins covered. Atonement means 

reparation for an offense. 



 Moses also does this because he knows sin requires atonement, which reveals the depth 

of our need for a substitute and forgiveness. 

 He also loves these people, which is why, as we will see, he is willing to be the substitute 

for their sins. 

We need to understand that the people who now desired to get their lives right with God needed 

this. Their only hope, now, was in a substitute who desired to be their mediator between God and 

mankind. 

Notice in verse 31 that Moses did not minimize their sin, he called it “a great sin”. As well, we 

must not ever minimize our sin. He named their sin specifically. 

We must NOT minimize SIN 

What are some ways, in our lives, we have minimized sin? 

Then, in verse 32, we see an amazing thing happen, Moses offers his life in order to save the 

people. This is where we see he loved them so much he was willing to put his own life aside. 

GREAT Leadership. 

If we are going to make disciples, lead people to Jesus and help them follow Jesus, it will 

require us to lay our lives aside 

How can we, practically, live this out, in order to help people follow Jesus? 

Moses understood a deep theological truth, the doctrine of salvation, sin requires a sacrificial 

substitute, an atonement for our forgiveness of sin and salvation. 

Honestly, at this point in history, this is a new concept. The people had needed a sacrifice, 

usually a lamb, and needed a representative, a priest, but now someone offered their life for the 

life of all. 

Moses couldn’t do this because he was a sinner and therefore not a perfect sacrifice, but this is 

Messianic as it points to the One who was and is - JESUS! 

Verses 33-35 reveals God’s great mercy: He would stick with His stiff-necked people, their need 

for forgiveness, their need for payment of sin, the reality of consequences for their sin, and God's 

grace. He would one day send Jesus for those and us, stiff-necked people. 

John 10:10-11 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly. 11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

[ESV] 



Jesus would be our substitute, He would atone for our sins. He could and would lay His life 

down for ours. He would meet the need of forgiveness of sins for us. What Moses was willing to 

do but couldn’ would be accomplished by the ONE that could - JESUS! 

Romans 9:1-3 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy 

Spirit— 2that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according 

to the flesh. 

Imagine This… 

Imagine if we would give our lives to pointing a few to the ONE who gave His life for all 

Life Application & Action Question... 

 What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 

 What are you going to do about it? 

 How can we help you and pray for you? 

 


