
 

Noise 

Stiff-Necked week 4 

Exodus 32:15-20 

Removing idols involves repentance and destruction 

Exodus 32:15-20 

Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his 

hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 

16The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the 

tablets. 17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is 

a noise of war in the camp." 18But he said, "It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the 

sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear." 19And as soon as he came near 

the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out 

of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He took the calf that they had made and 

burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of 

Israel drink it. [ESV] 

Think about this, Moses is walking back down this mountain with God’s very Words in his hands. 

The most valuable doc at that time, or ever. Notice the detail the Scripture shares about these 

tablets: tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back, tablets were the work 

of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 

The Scripture wants us to know, with detail, what God had desired to do for His people, graciously 

give them His Word!!! 

Joshua meets Moses halfway up the mountain, and comments on the “noise” he hears. I believe he 

knew this was a sinful noise, a noise that distracts from a holy God! 

Moses did know, and when he witnessed it, he immediately confronted their sin, rebuked the 

people, and brought punishment. 



Why does Moses react in this way and how should we confront sin in other peoples lives that 

we care about? 

What are some ways we manage idols in our lives and how can we destroy the idols that we 

manage? 

How do we deal with the Noise of Idols in our lives: 

1st: Recognize it - What does this involve? 

2nd: Remove it - How do we practically do this? 

3rd: Repent of it - What does this involve? 

Imagine This… 

Imagine if we all removed all that distracts us from Jesus 

Life Application & Action Question... 

 What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 

 What are you going to do about it? 

 How can we help you and pray for you? 

 


