
 

Mercy 

Stiff-Necked week 3 

Exodus 32:11-14 

If we trust in prayer, and believe God is merciful, the prayer should be above any other 

action we take 

Exodus 32:11-14 

11But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, "O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against 

your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 

hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, 'With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the 

mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your burning anger and 

relent from this disaster against your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 

servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your offspring as 

the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they 

shall inherit it forever.'" 14And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing 

on his people. [ESV] 

Moses is an excellent example of going directly to God, and praying for mercy for others on their 

behalf. AND, as we can see, the people he is praying for definitely need mercy and prayer. This 

O.T. passage gives us a powerful picture of how we need someone to intercede on our behalf. 

Moses here, by praying for God’s mercy, is interceding for the people. Jesus would be the ONE 

who ultimately interceded for all of us. He prayed for us, died for us, and reconciled us to God the 

Father. 

How would you describe Moses’ relationship with God based on this prayer? 

We see that God responded to Moses. We see that God hears the cries of His people, even if it's 

just one crying out to Him on behalf of a bunch of others. Look at verse 14 one more time… And 

the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people. 



Notice its say God “relented”. In Hebrew it conveys the idea of feeling sorrow or grieved, God was 

being or feeling merciful. It does not mean God “changed His mind” like we do, but was merciful. 

God desired for Moses to pray, and Moses’ prayer was one for God’s mercy - God did just that, 

and worked through prayer. By the way, mercy was always God’s plan - He is always merciful 

with His people, just go through Scripture, it’s one of the many consistent things about God! 

 How does this lead us to value God’s promises?  
 What have we learned about God’s mercy from this passage? 
 How does this passage lead us to pray for others? 

Imagine This… 

Imagine if we began to pray for God’s mercy on those around us, believing He will act and bring a 
transforming work 
 
Life Application & Action Question... 
 
*What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
*What are you going to do about it? 
*How can we help you and pray for you? 


