
 

Make 

Stiff-Necked week 1 

Exodus 32:1-6 

“The Human Heart is an Idol Factory” - John Calvin 

Idolatry has been the one sin, that although looks different in each culture, has existed in every 

culture. We were made to worship, and we will worship and sacrifice for something or someone. 

The issue isn’t the object we desire, the issue is our hearts desire 

Exodus 32:1-6 

'When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 

themselves together to Aaron and said to him, "Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for 

this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become 

of him." So Aaron said to them, "Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your 

sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." So all the people took off the rings of gold that 

were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand and 

fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, "These are your gods, O 

Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" When Aaron saw this, he built an altar 

before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord ." And 

they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the 

people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. ' [ESV] 

Our hearts love to MAKE things to worship, rather than worship the MAKER 

What are some practical ways that we as a community group of surrendered 

followers of Jesus can help one another guard against idolatry and placing our 

trust or finding our joy in things other than God - Jesus? 



Why is it critical that we pray for people that are blinded by their own 

Idolatry? 

How can we approach our friends in both love and truth? 

How should the promises of God keep us from seeking other sources of joy in 

this life? 

God has never promised us an Itinerary, but He has always promised to be with us 
 

 

God desired His people to worship Him by trusting Him and being faithful. The same goes for 

us… Do we trust him more than we put security in earthly things? 

 

 

We sacrifice gifts God gave us for things God says are not good for us 
 

 

Notice verse 2, Aaron tells the people to bring their rings. He demands a sacrifice for this idol, this 

counterfeit god. These rings, this gold, were from Egypt. God had given the people these gifts, 

from their enemy, as a reminder of His grace and deliverance. It was to remind them of God’s 

victory in Egypt and how He was there for His people. Instead of using these gifts for His glory, 

they spend if on a material thing - they were consumers, even in worship. 

 

 

Psalm 106:19-21 
' They made a calf in Horeb and worshiped a metal image. They exchanged the glory of God for 

the image of an ox that eats grass. They forgot God, their Savior, who had done great things in 

Egypt,' [ESV] 

 

 

This wasn’t just a sacrifice of gold/money, they used their skills/gifts and time. What a wasted 

sacrifice and a wasted season of life! 

Do we steward and use what God gave us for His glory? 

[Time, Talent, & Treasure] 

 

 

When worship begins to involve CONSUMING we are in trouble 

 

 

Verses 5-6 give us a picture of distorted worship. It was about what the people could get out of it. 

Their worship was all about consuming, meeting selfish desires. Notice it was all about a feast, 



playing, drinking, and comfort. 

 

What counterfeit god do you make sacrifices for?  

 

 

Is it an addiction - porn, alcohol, drugs, etc. 

Is it comfort/money - material things, bigger better car, house 

Is it pride/status - get position no matter what or who you hurt 

 

 

The Calf… 

 

 

It couldn't talk, it was not feared, it could be manipulated for selfish desires, it would never 

confront them on sin, it might bring temporary comfort, it would never ask them to do things they 

didn’t want to do, and it would never discipline or deliver them. 

 

 

THE ONE TRUE GOD… 

 

 

Deliver us, calls us to repentance in His kindness, saves us, loves us, speaks to us, provides for us, 

is with us, calls us to sacrifice, brings us joy, gives us His mission, calls us to do things that make 

us uncomfortable but also allows us to experience miraculous things in the midst of our 

discomfort. Uses our pain for growth and His glory. Transforms our idolatrous hearts and promises 

us an eternal life with JESUS!!! 

 

 

Imagine This… 

 

 

Imagine if we quit shopping at the idol factory 

 

Life Application & Action Question... 

 

*What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 

*What are you going to do about it? 

*How can we help you and pray for you? 


