
 
Cost 

Stiff-Necked week 6 

Exodus 32:25-29 

Everything in this life has a cost, even serving Jesus. Salvation is free, but making disciples [the 

mission], has a great cost in this life. Now the reward is greater than the cost, which is why we 

should choose Jesus mission above any idol this life may offer. 

The MISSION has a COST, but it also has a REWARD 

Exodus 32:25-29 

And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, to 

the derision of their enemies), 26then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, "Who is on 

the Lord's side? Come to me." And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. 27And he said to 

them, "Thus says the Lord God of Israel, 'Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and 

fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill his brother and his companion 

and his neighbor.'" 28And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day 

about three thousand men of the people fell. 29And Moses said, "Today you have been ordained 

for the service of the Lord, each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might 

bestow a blessing upon you this day." [ESV] 

This passage may disturb some of us at first glance, but we must understand some context here 

first. 

 Not destroying all the idols would destroy truth for generations to come in Israel and 

even Gentiles. 

 This would impact eternity with Jesus for many 



 The killing we see here was for this time… under the new covenant in Jesus we are not 

allowed to kill for belief system. Jesus took care for this on the cross. 

 Also, people were given a chance to repent, being taken was the cost of rebelling against 

a holy God. 

Verses 25-26 reveal to us that there was an opportunity for the people to turn back to God. 

Verses 27-28 reveal the Levites are the ones that repent. Aaron would have, in a sense, lead them 

back, this was his tribe. They would become the set apart priest of God. They would also have to 

bear the burden of wiping out all the idols and people who did not repent. This ended up being 

about 0.05% of the male population. 

What’s involved with Counting the Cost? 

1] We see sin as God sees sin 

What are some ways we deceive ourselves into thinking some sin is ok? 

2] We destroy anything that distracts from Jesus 

What is it that distracts us most from Jesus? 

3] We don’t commit we surrender 

What does it really mean to surrender our lives? 

Matthew 10:37-39 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not take his cross and follow 

me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my 

sake will find it. [ESV] 

Discuss some ways we can daily “take up our cross and follow Jesus”. 

Imagine This… 

Imagine if we focused less on the cost and more on the reward - JESUS 

Life Application & Action Question... 

 What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 

 What are you going to do about it? 

 How can we help you and pray for you? 


