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Reconciliation 
Community Group Discussion Guide #2 

Luke 23:39-43 

Reconcile: to restore to friendship or harmony; settle or resolve conflict 

Jesus gives us a second chance by accomplishing the work of Reconciling us to God. 

It has nothing to do with what we do - it has all to do with what He did on the cross. 

Luke 23:39-43 - One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, "Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving 
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." 42And he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise." [ESV] 

Let's back up and understand what happened right before this… Jesus has been accused by the 
religious leaders of blaspheming, because He claims to be God. If He was just a good man He 
was insane - no sane person claims to be God. So, they turn Him over to the Romans who beat 
Him, put a crown of thorns on His head, plucked His beard, and beat him with a whip. Some 
medical experts say after the cat of nine tails [the whip] Jesus’ spinal cord would have been 
exposed. He then had to carry His cross to the crucifixion site. He was so beat up they grabbed 
a guy named Simon to carry it for Him. Then, He was nailed to a cross between these other two 
guys who were criminals. 

Then, there are these amazing words that come from what He is feeling in His heart - “Father, 
forgive them.” He is accomplishing the way to Reconcile us to the Father. He has the people on 
his mind while being crucified, which by the way was probably the most painful way to die. The 
word excruciating means “out of the cross.” It's used to describe the pain of the cross.  
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A lot of people gathered to watch, the rulers mocked Him and called Him the King of the Jews. 
They even nailed this above His head. Let's focus on what Jesus was focused on while on the 
cross - He says something so out of the ordinary for someone who is being killed in the most 
painful way. He is focused on forgiving those who are killing Him! He is focused on making 
Reconciliation. 

The greatest thing about the cross is that it leads to giving us an opportunity to be reconciled 
to God 

Jesus, throughout His ministry, was all about forgiving people. He did not come to condemn or 
reject people, He came to release and redeem them from their sins. The greatest release, and 
still is today, is from our past. Jesus gives us a second chance, an opportunity to be reconciled. 

So, there are these two criminals who were most likely Zealots or insurrectionists who were 
militant against the Roman government. They had probably caused an uproar and were now 
accused and being crucified for their crimes. ONE is mocking Jesus and ONE is realizing who 
Jesus is. There is ONE on each side of JESUS. The ONE criminal rejects Jesus and spends his last 
chance on a cross of rejection. The other ONE seeks release from his cross through the cross of 
Jesus. He admits he is taking on his cross because he deserves it. He realizes Jesus doesn’t 
deserve the cross HE is hanging on. 

The original language conveys he is repentant, recognizes Jesus as God, and asks for release - 
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43And he said to him, "Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise." He desires to be reconciled to God. 

What does it mean to truly repent, and how has God done this work in your life? 

We say, but this guy was dying because he had lived a bad life, he never had a second chance to 
make things right, to earn it. Even if the guy had been able to live after this, he could have 
never done enough good works to be reconciled to God. 

What did Jesus extend to this criminal in order to save his life?  

How should we live this out in our lives, if we have been saved by Jesus? 

Imagine This... 

Imagine being reconciled to God and given a new life 

 What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
 What are you going to do about it? 
 How can we help you and pray for you? 

 


